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Biographical  Memoiral  of  Fisher  Ames.  L.L.D, 


I  FISHER  AMES)  a  distinguished  statesman)  and  an  eloquent  orator) 

I 

was  born  at  DedhaiHi  Massachusetts);  in  which  town  his  lather  was  a 
respectable  physician.  He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  college,  in  1774; 
and,  after  a  few  years,  commenced  the  study  of  the  law  in  Boston.  He 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  native  village  ;  but  his  expan¬ 
sive  mind  could  not  be  confined  to  the  investigation  of  the  law.  Rising 
into  life  about  the  period  of  the  American  revolution,  and  taking  a  most 
alTectionate  interest  in  the  concerns  of  his  contry,  he  felt  himself  strong¬ 
ly  attracted  to  politics.  His  researches  into  the  science  of  government 
were  extensive  and  profound  ;  and  he  began  to  be  known  by  his  political 
discussions,  published  in  the  newspapers.  A  theatre  soon  presented  for 
the  display  of  his  extraordinary  talents.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
convention  of  his  native  state,  which  considered  and  ratified  the  federal 
constitution ;  and  his  speeches  in  this  convention  were  indications  of  his 
future  eminence.  The  splendour  of  his  talents  burst  forth  at  once  upon 
his  country. 

When  the  general  government  of  the  United  States  commenced  its 
operations,  in  1789,  he  appeared  in  the  national  legislature,  as  the  first  re- 
psesentative  of  his  district ;  and,  for  eight  successive  years,  he  took  a 
distinguished  part  in  the  national  councils.  He  was  a  principal  speaker 
in  the  debates,  on  every  important  question.  Towards  the  close  of  this  pe¬ 
riod,  his  health  began  to  fail ;  but  his  indisposition  could  not  prevent  him 
from  engaging  in  the  discussion,  relating  to  the  appropriations,  necessa¬ 
ry  for  carrying  into  effect  the  British  treaty.  Such  was  the  efect  of  his 
speech,  of  April  38,  1796,  that  one  of  the  members  of  congress  who 
was  opposed  to  Mr.  Ames,  rose  and  objected  to  taking  a  vote  at  that 
time ;  as  they  had  been  carried  away  by  the  impulse  of  oratory. 

After  his  return  to  his  family,  frail  in  health,  and  fond  of  retirement, 
he  remained  a  private  citizen.  For  a  few  years,  however,  he  was  per- 
suaded  to  become  a  member  of  the  council.  But  though  he  continued 
chiefly  in  retirement,  he  operated  far  around  him,  by  his  writings  in  the 
publick  papers.  A  few  years  before  his  death,  he  was  chosen  president 
of  Harvard  college ;  but  the  infirm  state  of  his  health  induced  him  to 
decline  the  appointment.  He  died  on  the  morning  of  July.  4,  1808. 
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Mr.  Ames  possessed  a  mind  of  a  great  and  extraordinary  character. 
He  reasoned,  but  he  did  not  reason  in  the  form  of  logic.  By  striking  al¬ 
lusions,  more  than  by  regular  deductions,  he  compelled  assent.  The 
richness  of  his  fancy,  the  fertility  of  his  invention,  and  the  abundance  of 
his  thoughts  were  as  remarkable  as  the  justness  and  strength  of  his 
understanding.  His  political  character  may  be  known  from  his  writings, 
and  speeches,  and  measures. 

He  was  not  only  a  man  of  distinguished  talents,  whose  public  career 
was  splendid  ;  but  he  was  amiable  in  private  life,  and  endeared  to  his  ac¬ 
quaintance.  To  a  few  friends  he  unveiled  himself  without  reserve. 
They  found  him  modest  and  unassuming  ;  untainted  with  ambition  ;  sim¬ 
ple  in  manners-;  correct  in  morals;  and  a  model  of  every  social  and  per¬ 
sonal  virtue.  The  charms  of  his  conversation  were  unequalled. 

He  entertained  a  firm  belief  in  Christianity ;  and  his  belief  was  found¬ 
ed  upon  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  subject.  He  read  most  of  the 
best- writings  in  defence  of  the  Christian  religion ;  but  his  mind  was  satis¬ 
fied  by  a  view  of  its  internal  rather  than  its  external  evidences.  He 
thought  it  impossible,  than  any  man  of  a  fair  mind  could  read  the  old  tes¬ 
tament,  and  meditate  on  its  contents,  without  a  conviction  of  its  truth 
and  inspiration.  The  sublime  and  correct  ideas,  which  the  Jewish  scrip¬ 
tures  convey  of  God,  connected  with  the  fact  that  all  other  nations,  many 
of  whom  were  superior  to  the  Jews  in  civilization  and  general  improve¬ 
ment,  remained  in  darkness  and  error  on  this  fundamental  subject,  form- 

\  e 

ed  in  his  view  a  conclusive  argument.  '  After  reading  the  book  of  Deu¬ 
teronomy  he  expressed  his  astonishment,  that  any** man,  versed  in  antiqui¬ 
ties,  could  have  the  hardihood  to  say,  that  it  was  the  production  of  hu¬ 
man  ingenuity.  Marks  of  divinity,  he  said,  were  stamped  upon  it.  His 
views  of  the  doctrines  of- religion  were  generally  Calvinistic.  An  enemy 
to  metaphysical  and  controversial  theology,  he  disliked  the  use  of  techni¬ 
cal  and  sectarian  phrases.  The  term  trinity^  however,  he  frequently  used 
with  reverence,  and  in  a  manner,  which  implied  his  belief  of  the  doctrine- 
His  pursuasion  of  the  divinity  .of  Christ  he  often  declared  ;  and  his  be¬ 
lief  of  this  truth  seems  to  have  resulted  from  a  particular  investigation 
of  the  subject.  For  he  remarked  to  a  friend,  that  he  once  read  the  evan¬ 
gelists,  with  the  sole  purpose  of  learning  what  the  Savior  had  said  of* 
himself. 

He  was  an  admirer  of  the  common  translation  of  the  Bible.  He  said 
it  was  a  specimen  of  pure  English.  Though  he  acknowledged  that  a 
few  phrases  had  grown  obsolete,  and  that  a  few  passages  might  be  ob¬ 
scurely  translated,  yet  he  should  consider  the  adoption  of  any  new  trans- 
•lation  of  an  incalculable  evil.  He  lamented  the  prevailing  disuse  of  the 
Bible  in  our  schools.  He  thought  that  children  should  early  be  made 
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acquainted  with  the  important  truthsi  which  it  contains;  and  he  consi¬ 
dered  it  as  a  principal  instrument  of  making  them  acquainted  with  their 
own  language  in  its  puritf.  lie  said,  I  will  hazard  the  assertion,  that 
no  man  ever  did  or  ever  will  become  truly  eloquent,  without  being  a  con¬ 
stant  reader  of  the  Bible,  and  an  admirer  of  the  purity  and  sublimity  of 
its  language.** 

He  recommended  the  teaching  of  the  assembly*s  catechism  ;  not,  per¬ 
haps,  because  he  was  perfectly  satished  with  every  expression;  but  be¬ 
cause,  as  he  remarked,  it  was  a  good  thing  on  the  whole  ;  because  it  had 
become  venerable  by  age ;  because  our  pious  ancestors  taught  it  to  their 
children  with  happy  effect ;  and  because  he  was  opposed  to  innovation,  and 
unwilling  to  leave  an  oldj  experienced  path,  for  one  nety  and  uncertain.  .On 
the  same  ground,  he  approved  the  use  of  Watts*  version  of  the  Psalms 
and  Hymns.  No  uninspired  man,  in  his  judgment,  had  succeeded,  so  well 
as  Watts,  in  uniting,  with  the  sentiments  of  piety,  the  embelishments  of 
poetry. 

Mr.  Ames  made  a  publick  profession  of  religion,  in  the  first  congre¬ 
gational  church  in  Dedham.  ,  With  this  church,  he  regularly  communed, 
till  precluded  by  indisposition  from  attending  publick  worship.  His  prac¬ 
tice  corresponded  with  his  profession.  His  life  was  regular  and  irreproach¬ 
able.  Few,  who  have  been  placed  in  similar  circumstances,  have  been 
less  contaminated  by  intercourse  with  tbe  world.  It  is  doubted,  whether 


any  one  ever  heard  him  utter  an  expression,  calculated  to  excite  an  impious 
or  impure  idea.  The  most  scrutenizing  eye  discovered  in  him  no  dis¬ 


guise  or.  hypocrisy.  His  views  of  himself,  however,  were  humble  and 
abased.  He  was  often  observed  to  shed  tears,  while  speaking  of  his  closet 
devotions  and  experiences.  He  lamented  the  coldness  of  his  l^art,  and 
the  wanderings  of  his  thoughts,  while  addressing  himself  to  his  Maker, 
or  meditating  on  the  precious  truths,  which  he  had  revealed. 

In  his  last  sickness,  when  near  his  end,  and  when  he  had  just  express¬ 
ed  his  belief  of  his  approaching  dissolution,  be  exhibited  submission  to  the 
divine  will,  and  the  hope  of  the  divine  favour.  I  have  peace  of  mind>  ^ 
said  he:  It  may  arise  from  stupidity  ;  but  I  think  it  is  founded  on 

a  belief  of  the' gospel.**  At  the  same  time,  he  disclaimed  every  idea  of 
meriting  salvation.  **  My  hope,**  said  he,  is  in  the  mercy  of  GwI, 
through  Jesus  Christ.** 

Mr.  Ames*  speech  in  relation  to  the  British  treaty,  which  was  deli¬ 
vered  April  28,  1796,  is  considered  as  a  fine  specimen  of  eloquence.  He 
published  an  oration  on  the  death  of  .Washington  in  1800,  and  he  wrote 
much  for  the  newspapers.  His  political  writings  were  published  in  1809, 
in' one  volume,  for  July  1808,  Dexter^afun,  euhgy  in  the 

JRcfiertory^  July  8  ;  MarahalCa  life  of  Waahington^  v.  203. 
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AARON  BURR,  president  of  New  Jersy  college,  was  a  native  of  Fair- 
field  in  Connecticut,  and  was  bom  in  the  year  1714.  His  ancestors,  fora 
number  of  generations  had  lived  in  that  colony,  and  were  persons  of  great 
respectability.  He  descended,  it  is  believed,  from  the  reverend  Jonathan 
Burr  of  Dorchester.  He  was  graduated  at  Yale  college  in'"l735.  In  1742 
he  was  invited  to  take  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  presbyterian  church  at 
Newark  in  New  Jersy.  Here  he  became  so  eminent  as  an  able  and  learn¬ 
ed  divine  and  an  accomplished  scholar,  that  in  1748  he  was  unanimously 
.elected  president  of  the  college,  which  he  was  instrumental  in  founding, 

•  as  successor  to  Mr.  Dickinson.  The  college  was  removed  about  this  time  ^ 
from  Elizabethtown  to  Newark,  and  in  1757,  a  short  time  before  the  death 
of  Mr.  Burr,  to  Princeton.  In  1754  he  accompanied  Mr.  Whitefield  to 
Boston,  having  a  high  esteem  for  the  character  of  that  eloquent  itinerant 
.preacher,  and  greatly  rejoicing  in  the  success  of  his  labors.  After  a  life 
of  usefulness  and  honour,  devoted  to  his  Master  in  heaven,  he  was  called 

into  the  eternal  world  September  24,  1757,  in  the  midst  of  his  days,  being 

$ 

in  U)e  forty  third  year  of  his  age.  ' 

President  Burr  was  a  person  of  a  slender  and  a  delicate  make)  yet  to 
encounter  fatigue  he  had  a  heart  of  steel.  To  amazing  talents  for 
despatch  of.business  he  joined  a  constancy  of  mind)  that  commonly  secured 
to  him  success.  As  long  as  an  enterprise  appeared  possible)  he  yielded 
to  no  discouragement.  The  flourishing  state  of  the  college  of  New  Jersey 
was  much  owing  to  his  great  and  assiduous  exertion.  It  was  in  a  great  de* 
gree  owing  to  his  influence  with  the  legislature  and  to 'his  intimacy  and  ^ 
friendship  with  governor  Belcher)  that  the  charter  was  enlarged  in  IT46. 
The  first  class,  was  graduated  in  1748)  the  first  year  of  his  presidency. 
When  his  services  was  requested  by' the  trustees  of  the  college)  in  solicit¬ 
ing  donations  for  the  purchase  of  a  library  and  philosophical  apparatus)  and 
for  errecting  a  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  students)  he  enga¬ 
ged  with  his  usual  zeal  in  the  undertaking)  and  every  where  met  with  the 
encouragement)  which  the  design  so  fully  deserved.  A  place  being. fixed 
upon  at  Princeton  for  the  site  of  the  new  building)  the  superintendance  of 
of  the  work  was  solely  committed  to  him.  Until  the  spring  of  1757)  when 
the  college  was  removed  to  Newark)  he  discharged  the  duties  both  of  pre¬ 
sident  and  pastor  of  a  church.  . 

.  Few  were  more  perfect  in.  the  art  of  rendering  themselves  agreeable 
in  company.  He  knew  the  avenues  to  the  human  heart)  and  he  possessed 
the  rare  power  of  pleasing  without  betraying  a  design  to  please.  As  he 
was  free  from  ostentation  and  parade)  no  one  would  have  suspected  his 
learning  unless  his  subject  required  him  to  display  it ;  and  then  every  one 
was  surprised  that  a  person  so  well  acquainted  with  books  should  yet  pos- 
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sess  such  ease  in  conversation  and'such  freedom  of  behaviour.  He  inspired 
all  around  him  with  cheerfulness.  His  arms  were  open  to  good  men  of 
every  denomination,  A  sweetness  of  temperi  obliging  courtesy  and  mild* 
ness  of  manners^  joined  to  an  engaging  candor  of  sentiment^  spread  a  glory 
over  his  reputation!  and  endeared  his  person  to  all  his  acquaintance* 
Though  steady  to  his  own  principles  he  was  free  from  all  bigotry. 

In  the  pulpit  he  shown  with  superior  lustre.  He  was  fluent)  copiousf 
sublime)  and  persuasive.  Having  a  clear  and  harmonious  voice)  which 
was  capable  of  expressing  the  various  psssions)  and  taking  a  deep  interest 
^  in  his  subjects)  he  could  not  fail  to  reach  the  heart.  His  invention  was  ex* 
haustlesS)  and  his  elocution  was  equal  to  his  ideas.  He  was  not  one  of 
those  preacherS)  who  soothe  their  hearers  with  a  delusive  hope  of  safety) 
who  substitute  morality  in  the  place  of  holinesS)  and  yield  the  important 
doctrines  of  the  gospel  through  fear  of  displeasing  the  more  reputable  sin* 
ners.  He  insisted  upon  the  great  and  universal  duty  of  repentance)  as  all 
were  guilty  and  condemned  by  the  divine  law.  He  never  wished  to  ad* 
minister  consolation)  till  the  heart  was  renewed  and  consecrated  unto  God, 
When  he  saw  the  soul  humbled)  he  then  dwelt  upon  the  riches  of  redeem* 
ing  mercy)  and  expatiated  upon  the  glories  of  him)  who  was  God  mani¬ 
fest  in  the  flesh.  It  was  his  endeavour  to  alarm  the  thoughtless)  to  flx 
upon  the  conscience  a  sense  of  siO)  to  revive  the  disconsolate)  to  animate 
the  penitent)  to  reclaim  the  relapsing  to  confirm  the  irresolute)  and  to  esta¬ 
blish  the  faithful.  He  wished  to  restore  to  man  the  beautiful  image  of 
God  disfigured  by  the  apostasy.  His  life  and  example  were  a  comment 
on  his  sermons;  and  by  his  engaging  deportment  he  rendered  the  amiable 
character  of  a  Christian  still  more  attractive  and  lovely. 

He  was  distinguished  for  his  publick  spirit.  Amidst  his  other  cares  he 
studied)  and  planned),  and  toiled  for  the  good  of  his  country.  He  had  a 
high  sense  of  liberty  and  detested  despotic  power  as  the  bane  of  human 
happines.  He  considered  the  heresy  of  Arius  as  not  more  fatal  to  the  pu¬ 
rity  of  the  gospel)  thsd^he  positions  of  Filmer  were  to  the.dignity  of  man 
and  the  repose  of  states.  But  though  he  had  much  of  that  patriotic  spirit) 
which  is  ornamental  even  to  a  Christian  minister)  he  very  cautiously  inter¬ 
meddled  with  any  matters  of  political  nature)  being  aware  of  the  invidious 
constructions)  which  are  commonly  put  upon  the  most  unaxccptionable  at¬ 
tempts)  made  by  men  of  his  profession  to  promote  the  publick  welfare. 
He  was  a  correspondent  to  the  Scotch  society  for  propagating  the  gospel ; 
and  he  thought  no  labour  too  great  in  the  prosecution  of  an  enterprise) 
which  promised  to  illuminate  the  gloomy  wilderness  with  the  beams  of 
evangelical  truth. 
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He  presided  over  the  college  with  dignity  and  reputation.  He  had  the 
most  engaging  method  of  instruction,  and  a.  singular  talent  in  communica. 
ting  his  sentiments.  While  he  stripped  learning  of  its  mysteries,  and  pre. 
sented  the  most  intricate  subjects  in  the  clearest  light,  and  thus  enriched 
his  pupils  with  the  treasures  of  learning,  he  wished  also  to  implant  in 
their  minds  the  seeds  of  virtue  and  religion.  He  took  indefatigable  pains 
in  regard  to  their  religious  instruction,  and  with  zeal,  solicitude,  and  pa. 
rental  affection  pressed  upon  them  the  care  of  their  souls,  and  with  melt, 
ing  tenderness  urged  the  importance  of  their  becoming  the  true  disciples 
of  the  holy  Jesus.  In  some  instances  his  pious  exertions  were  attended 
with  success.  In  the  government  of  the  college  he  exhibited  the  greatest 
impartiality  and  wisdom.  Though  in  judgment  and  temper  inclined  to 
mild  measures,  when  these  failed,  he  would  resort  to  a  necessary  severity, 
and  no  connexions  could  prevent  the  equal  distribution  of  justice.  In  no 
college  were  the  students  more  narrowly  inspected  and  prudently  guarded, 
or  vice  of  every  kind  more  effectually  searched  out,  and  discountenanced 
or  suppressed.  He  secured  with  the  same  ease  the  obedience  and  love  of 
his  pupils.  -  .  ' 

The  year  after  he  took  his  first  degree,  he  resided  at  New  Haven,  and 
this  was  the  period,  when  his  mind  was  first  enlightened  with  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  way  of  salvation.  In  his  private  papers  he  wrote  as  follows: 

This  year  God  saw  fit  to  open  my  eyes,  and  shew  me  what  a  miserable 
creature  I  was.  Till  then  I  had  spent  my  life  in  a  dream  ;  and  as  to  the  great 
design  of  my  being  had  lived  in  vain.  Though  before  !  had  been  under  fre* 
quent  convictions,  and  was  driven  to  a  form  of  religion,  yet  I  knew  no* 
thing  as  I  ought  to  know.  But  then  I  was  brought  to  the  footstool  of  sove¬ 
reign  grace  ;  saw  myself  polluted  by  nature  and  practice  ;  had  affecting 
views  of  the  divine  wrath  I  deserved  ;  was  made  to  dispair  of  help  in  my* 
self,  and  almost  concluded,  that  niy  day  of  grace  was  jrast.  It  pleased  God, 
at  length,  to  reveal  his  Son  to  me  in  the  gospel,  an  all  sufficient  and  wil¬ 
ling  Saviour;  and  I  hope  inclined  me  to  receive  hiflbn  the  terms  of  the  gos¬ 
pel.  I  received  some  consolation,  and"  found  a  great  change  in  myself. 
Before  this  I  was  strongly  attached  to  the  Arminian  scheme  ;  but  then  I 
was  made  to  see  those  things  in  a  different  light,  and  seemingly  felt  the 

truth  of  the  Calvinian  doctrines.”  He  was  unfluctuating  in  principle  and 

• 

ardent  in  devotion;  raising  his  heart  contmually  to  the  Father  of  mercies 
in  adoration  and  praise.  He  kept  his  eye  fixed  upon  the  high  destiny  of 
man,  and  lived  a  spiritual  life.  The  efficacy  of  his  religious  principles  was 
evinced  by  his  benevolence  and  charity.  From  the  grace  of  God  he  receiv¬ 
ed  a  liberal  and  generous  disposition^  and  from  his  bounty  the  power  af 
gratifying  the  desire  of 'doing  good. 
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At  the  approach  of  death  that  gospeh  which  he  had  preached  to  others, 
and  which  discloses  a  crucified  Redeemer,  gave  him  support.  He  was 
atient  and  resigned,  and  was  cheered  with  the  liveliest  hope.  The  king 
of  terrors  was  disarmed  of  his  sting. 

Mr.  Burr  married  in  1753  a  daughter  of  Johnathan 'Edwards,  his  sue* 
cessorin  the  presidency  of  the  college.  She  died  in  1758,  the  year  after 
the  death  of  her  husband,  in  the  twenty  seventh  year  of  her  age,  leaving 
two  children;  one  of  whom  was  Aaron  Burr,  late  vice  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  a  daughter,  who  was  married  to  judge  Reeve 
of  Connecticut.  She  died  a  number  of  years  ago.  Mrs.  Burr  was  in 
every  respect  an  ornament  to  her  sex,  being  equally  distinguished  for 
the  suavity  of  her  temper,  the  gracefulness  of  her  manners,  her  literary 
accomplishments,  and  her  unfeigned  regard  to  religion.  She  combined 
a  lively  imagination,  a  penetrating  mind,  and  a  correct  judgment.  When 
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only  seven  or  eight  years  of  age,  she  was  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus ;  and  her  conduct  through  life  was  becoming  the 
gospel.  Her  religion  did  hot  cast  a  gloom  over  her  mind,  but  made  her 
cheerful  and  happy,  and  rendered  the  thought  of  death  transporting.  She 
left  a  number  of  manuscripts  upon  interesting  subjects,  and  it  was  ho¬ 
ped  they-^ would  have  been  made  publick  ;  but  they  are  now  lost. 

.  Mr.  Burr  published  a  valuable  treatise,  which  displays  his  talents  in 
controversial  theology,  entitled,  the  supreme  deity  of  our  Lord  Jems 
Christ,  maintained  in  a  letter  to  the  dedicator  of  Mr.  Emlyn*s  inquiry 
reprinted  at  Boston  in  1791.  He  published  also  a  fast  sermon,  on  account 
of  the  encroachments  of  the  French  and  their  designs  against  the  British 
colonies  in  America;  delivered  at  Newark  January  1,  1755 ;  the  watch¬ 
man’s  answer  to  the  question,  what  of  the  night  \  a  sermon  before  the 
synod  of  New  York,  convened  at  Newark  September  30,  1756  ;  a  fune¬ 
ral  sermon  at  the  interment  of  governor  Belcher,  September  4,  1757. 
This  was  preached  but  a  few  days  before  his  own  death,  and  his  exer¬ 
tions  in  a  very  feeble  state  of  health  to  honor  the  memory  of  a  highly  re¬ 
spected  friend,  it  is  thought,  accelerated  that  fune^ 

Tal  eulogium  ;  Smith^a  funeral  a ermon^  and  fiteface  to  Burr* a  aertnon  on  the 
death  of  Belcher  ;  Miller^ a  retrospect^  ii.  345  ;  Hardie^a  biog.  dictionary  ; 
Edwards*  life^  appendix. 


Mistellaneout  and  Religious  Intelligence. 

[The  following  Address  was  written  by  a  female,  a  native  of  India.  It  is 
addressed  «  to  the  daughters  of  Great  Britain,”  but  will  apply  equally 
well  to  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.^ 

■Boat,  Rec. 

To  to  the  fair  daughters  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain^  who  are  living 
tn  a  land  of  liberty  and  lights  freed  from  the  fionoer  of  human  tyranny  ^  and 

% 

loosed  from  those  chainsy  whereby  Satan  binds  such  as  are  setting  in  the  re» 
gions  of  the  shadow  of  Death. 


AS  I  have  heard  say,  that  “  the  fatness  of  the  earth  is  yo.urs,”  I  pray 
that  the  «  dew  of  heaven,”  may  so  also  sprinkle  upon  you,  even  the  bles¬ 
sed  Holy  Spirit,  as  to  cause,  that  ye  shall  neither  be  barren  nor  un¬ 
fruitful,”  but  produce  abundance  of  blossoms,  which  may  be  to  the 
praise  of  God !” 

I  pray  you  to  pardon  this  unworthy  one  for  bringing  herself  into  your 
notice;  but  seeing  that  God  is  the  Father  of  us  ail,  I  am  bold  to  trouble 
you  as  a  sister,  though  a  native  of  the  East,  in  behalf  of  my  countrywo¬ 
men. 

.  It  has  often  been  a  matter  of  wonder  to  me,  that,  whereas  many  of  your 
men  of  God  have  come  to  our  part  of  the  earth,  bringing  «  the. glad  ti¬ 
dings,”  with  them,  and  hav.e  been  made  the  means  «  of  turning  numbers 
from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,”  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  of  you  having  taken  compassion  upon  your  poor  sable 
sisters.  Now  if  your  men  taught  you,  as  the  Easterns  do  their  wives, 
that  ye  have  no  souls,  it  would  not  be  surprising,  that  ye  should  not 
think  of  helping  to  save  those  of  your  fellow  kind:  but  lam  told,  your  hus¬ 
bands  are  more  generous ;  yea,  and  let  you  learn  even  as  they  are  taught ! 
Oh,  my  fair  sisters,  and  do  ye  know  the  value  of  your  immortal  part,  and 
what  it  cost  to  redeem  it  ?  and  will  ye  not  make  known  this  savour  of 
life  unto  those  who  are  perishing  “  for  lack  of  knowledge  ?”  Consider 
Him,  who  regarded  not  his  life  unto  death  for  your  sakes ;  and  deny 
yourselves  somewhat  for  the  good  of  others.  Hear  your  Lord’s  own 
word :  «  This  is  my  commandment,  that  ye  love  one  another  as  1  have 
loved  you.”  And  what  is  there  that  ye  can  give  up,  which  shall  not  be 
rewarded  unto  you  sevenfold  ?  Your  Redeemer  himself  saith :  There  is 
no  man  that  hath  left  house,  or  parents,  or  brethren,  or  wife,  or  children, 
for  the  kingdom  of  God’s  sake,  who  shall  not  receive  manifold  more  in 
this  present  time,  and  in  the  world  to  come  life  everlasting  !”  and,  “  They 
that  be  wise  shall  shine,  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament,  and  they  that 
turn  many  unto  righteousness,  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever. 
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Perhaps  you  will  ask)  cannot  your  women  benefit  by  the  same  means 
that  your  men  do  V*  Alas  !  ye  are  ignorant  of  their  ways.  No  woman  of 
modesty  may  be  seen  from  behind  her  Purdah,*  far  less  enter  a  publick 
assembly.  How  then  can  she  hear  the  preached  word  ? 

Ye  may  again  inquire :  cannot  the  converted  husband  instruct  the  un« 
believing  wife  V*  True  he  may ;  but,  from  being  only  a  learner  himself,  he  ^ 
cannot  be  expected  to  explain  things  so  well. as  ye  might,  who  have  been 
brought  up  from  your  infancy,  in  the  nurture  an  admonition  of  the  Lord/* 
The  way  in  which  ye  might  do  good  would  be,  to  visit  the  wives  of 
|l^  the  converts  in  their  own  apartments,  for  they  admit  females  of  all  na¬ 
tions,  and  they,  seeing  your  holy  conduct,  as  well  as  hearing  your  good 
words,  may  be  won  to  embrace  the  Gospel.  Then  they  will  let  you  edu¬ 
cate  their  daughters,  who  will  be  enabled  to  search  the  Scriptures  for 
themselves ;  and  yc  may  also  inform  them  in  useful  arts,  as  needle  work, 
See.;  whereby  they  will  acquire  habits  of  industry  :  and,  no.  doubt,'  when 
the  men  find  their  women  no  longer  vain  and  self-indulgent,  but  active, 
and  having  a  holy  principle  to  keep  them  from  eviU  and  direct  them  to 
good,  they  will  grant  them  more  liberty  ;  and  so  they  will  enjoy  the  com¬ 
forts  of  this  life  as  well  as  the  hope  of  glory  hereafter,,  and  be  enabled  to 
do  good  to  one  another^  by  having  the  means  of  freer  intercourse.  Thus 
may  ye  become  the  instruments  of  delivering  your  sable  sisters  from 
slavery,  as  well  as  rescuing  them  from  the  bondage  of  Satan  forever  ! 

Think  how  ye  should  choose  to  be  always  shut  up  in  one  or  two  rooms, 
and  humanity  will  make  you  desirous  to  liberate  your  poor  sisters  !  But 
consider  how  much  more  dreadful  it  must  be  to  be  shut  up  in  the  black¬ 
ness  of  darkness”  for  ever  ;  and  Christianity  must  make  you  seek  after  the 
sahratioh  of  your  kind  1  The  liberal  deviseth  liberal  things  ;  and  by  li¬ 
beral  things  shall  he  stand  but  rise  up,  ye  women  that  are  at  ease  ;  be 
troubled,  ye  careless  ones.” 

Let  me,  also,  with  humanity,  remind  *you,  that  to  him  that  knoweth 
to  do  good,  and  doeth  it  not ;  to  him  it  is  sin.*’  And  oh,  never  let  it  be 
said,  that  any  of  you  hindered  your  husbands  from  entering  this  vineyard 
of  your  Lord.  Rather  be  yc  exciters  of  tVem  to  labour  in  it ;  seeing  ye  have 
such  opportunities  of  working  with  them  for  God.  And  may  the  Lord 
the  Spirit  bless  and  direct  you  ;  shew  you  the  way  wherein  you  shduld  go ; 
and  enable,  you  to  walk  therein  ! 

Ye  may  ask,  ‘‘  if  all  this  be  so,  how  came  you  to  the  knowledgc'of  the 
one  only  Saviour  ?”  I  reply  :*  The  God  of  Mercy  caused,  that,  though  a 
native  of  the  East,  Christians  were  the  parents  of 

INDIANA. 

Omid/iooTy  or  th^  City  of  HofiCj  Dec.  1814. 

•  A  quilted  hanging,  let  down  before  the  doors  of  the  females*  apartments. 
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From  the  second  annual  report  of  the  managers,  dated  March  22,  uk 
it  appears  that,  at  the  previous  annual  meeting,  there  remained  on  hand  3| 
Bibles,  and  4  New  Testaments.  To  these  have  been  added  372  itjiiif. 
and  130  New  Testaments;  making  in  tbe>holp  403  of  the  former, and 
134  of  the  latter.  Those  Bibles  and  New  Testaments  have  been  distribu* 
ted  in  several  towns  in  Massachusetts  ;  .at  Fort  Independence,  the  Straits  of 
Gibralter,  and  the  West?Indies.  By  a  vote  of  the  Directors,  100  Bibles 
have  been  given  to  Messrs.  Mills  and  Smith,  for  distributtion  in  some  of 
the  Southern  and  Western  States,  particularly  Doutsana.  The  Board  have 
also  committed  50  more  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kingsbury,  to  be  distributed  ii 
Virginia  and  Tennessee.  The  number  of  Bibles  and  New  Testaroeou 
distributed  by  this  society,  during  the  last  year,  is  535*  The  present  num' 
ber  of  subscribers  is  100.  The  annual  subscriptions  amounted  to  240  dol* 
lars,  and  the  donations  to  2141,56.  Two  hundred  dollars  have  been  ap* 
propriated  to  the  establishment  of  a  parmament  fund  ;  and  2439,  27,  ea. 
pended  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles.  Balance  in  the  treasury,  2149*.  The 
following  is  an  extract  from  the  report : 

**  The  inBuence  of  Divine  Truth  is  commonly  like  the  still  small 
voice'*  spoken  of  by  the  Prepbet.  We  are  not  therefore  to  expect  imme* 
diate  and  splendid  effects  from  our  exertions.  It  is  sufficient  for  us,  that 
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the  Bible  has  always  proved  the  most  effectual  barrier  against  vice,  in  every 
form ;  that  it  has  always  softened  the  rugged  and  refornaed  the  vicious 
heart  of  man,  where  its  i.nBoence  has  not  been  perverted  by  the  most  per* 
severing  obstinacy.  But  the  Christian  must  feel,  that  the  Bible  is  a  bks* 
aing  whose  magnitude  can  never  be  fully  estimated  in  this  world  ;  be  must 
feel,  viewing  the  subject  in  its  awful  connexion^  with  eternity,  that  the 
value  of  that  word '  which  brings '  life  and  immortality  to  light ;  which 

teaches  immortal  man  the  way  to  Heaven,  is  great  beyond  conception. 

*  _ 

Who  that  has  seen  the  preciousness  of  Divine  Truth,  that  has  expo* 
rienced  its  consolations,  when  hu'man  comforts  have  been  desolated  by  sf* 
fliction,  or  has  heard  its  unering  voice  cry,  **  this  is  the  way,"  when  be* 
wildered  in  the  labyrinths  of  doubt  and  error ;  who  that  has  discovered 
the  sweetness  of  its  promises,  the  safety  of  its  rest,  and  the  purity  of  the 
Utolives  and  rewards  which  it  presents  to  mao,  can  view  without  strong 
emotion  the  progress  which  it  is  making  in  the  world  i  A/evf  years  since, 
and  the  savage  of  our  Western  wilderness,  and  the  indigent  stranger 
in  our  Southern  borders,  were  alike  inaccessible  to  those  watery  of  tifci 
which  are  given  for  the  healing  of  nations.  Now,  to  both  'is  opened  that 
living  fountain  of  which,  if  a  man  taste,  he  shall  live  for  ever. 

“  Nor  is  the  prospect  less  animating  when  we  cast  our  eyes  abroad, 
and  contemplate  the  wonders  that  have  been  effected  by  our  Christian 
brethren  on  the  other  side  the  Atlantic.  We  there  behold  those  vast  but 
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iniaipkiotii  regknra  of  Europe  and  India,  which  have  to  long  axperieoce'd 
the  most  deplorable  moral,  and  perhaps  intellectual,  degradation,  now 
gradually  receiving  the  impress  of  humanity  and  of  Heaven,  under  the 
intperceptible,  but  transforming  influence  of  the  Bible.  We  behold  the 
superstitious  Persian,  and  the  sensual  Mahomedan,  the  cheerless  inhabi* 
tant  of  Siberia,  and  the  cruel  native  of  Hiadostan,  stretching  otit  their 
hands  to  receive  this  best  gift  of  Heaven.  And  do  we  believe  that  the 
**  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  converting  the  soul ;  that  thie  commandment 
of  the  Lord  is  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes  do  we  think  with  the  Psalm* 
ist,  that  this  law  is  <*  more  to  be  desired  than  gold,  yea,  than  much  flhe'gold; 
and  shall  not  our  hearts  glow  with  fervent  desires  to  contribute  by  our 
prayers,  as  well  as  in  every  other  possible  way,  toward  its  universal  diffb*. 
sion  and  success  I  Ah  !  can  we  forget  to  remember  before  Him,  who 
alone  can  make  even  his  own  word  effectual  to  salvation,  our  brethren  of 
the  human  family  who  are  groping  in  the  hopeless  darkness  of  heathen* 
ism,  annihilating  the  tenderest  sympathies  of  our  nature,  and  sacrificing 
even  the  babes  of  their  bosoms  to  appease  the  anger  of  their  imaginary 
deities  ?  Forget  thenf !  where  then  is  our  zeal  for  human  happiness  f 
where  our.  boasted  compassion  for  the  wretched  where  '  our  Christian 
sensibilities  ?  But  blessed  be  God  !  the  spirit  of  supinneess,  which  has  for 
centuries  cruelly  abandoned  the  heathen  in  their  own  and  other  countries, 
to  miserable  destiny,  is  fast  vanishing  away.  The  Christian  world  has 
awakened  from  that  strange  slumber,  which  so  long  closed  its  eyes  to  the 
situation  and  wants  of  those  who  were  sitting  in  the  regpon  of  darkness 
and  shadow  of  death,  and  is  wondering  that  it  slept  so  long.  The  work  of 
the  Lord  is  rapidly  going  on.  Who  would  sit  idle,  when  all  nature  seems 
as  it  were  to  be  travailing  in  birth,  and  waiting  for  the  redemption  of 
Zion  1  Who  would  not  esteem  it  a  privilege  of  no  ordinary  importance, 
to  be  pertidtted  to  lend  his  assistance  in  that  cause  which  is  dear  to  God, 
the  cause  of  virtue  the  cause  of  Christ  ? 

And  let  us  never  be  weary  in  well  doing.  Let  us  never  be  discouraged 
at  not  so  soon  beholding  the  fruits  of  our  efforts  as  we  have  expected.  That 
Bible  we  bestowed,  and  that  prayer  we  ofiTered,  may,  even  in  a  future  day, 
be  made  the  instrument  of  saving  a  soul,  nay  many  souls  from  death ;  and 
of  accumulating  an  additional  weight  of  blessedness  for  ourselves  in  the 
heavenly  world.  **  They  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  tba. 
firmament,  and  they  that  turn  ‘many  to  righteousneM,  as  the  stars  for  ever 
and  ever.” 
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Synodical  Reporta  on  the  State  qf  religion  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Chureket 

of  North  America.  June.  1816. 

I  ^ 

• 

In  consequence  of  an  inquiry  which  was  made  of  the  Synod,  it  was  re« 
solved,  that  hereafter  the  blacks  within  the  bounds  of  our  congregations 
be  enumerated  as  a  part  of  them,  excepting  those  who  belong  to  other 
denominations. 

The  Committee  on  the  state  of  religion,  reported,  that  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  state  of  religion  report :  that  on  an  examina* 
tion  of  the  minutes  of  the  particular  Synods  of  New>York  and  Albany, 
the  only  sources,  of  their  information,  they  rejoice  to  find,  that  the  Lord 
still  continues  to  bless  the  means  of  grace,  and  to  animate  his  servants, 
by  causing  his  work  to  prosper  in  their  hands.  Ouring'the  year  past,  not 
only  have  vacant  congregations,  some  of  which  had  long  been  destitute  of 
the  stated  ministry  of  the  word  and  ordinances, -been  furnished  with  pa^ 
tors,  but  ■  a  rich  measure  of  divine  influence  also  has  been  imparted  to 
many  of  your  societies.  Within  the  bounds  of  (jie  particular  Synod  of 
Albany,  the  state  of  religion  appears  to  be  improving.  The  truths  of  the 
Gospel  are  heard  by  increasing  numbers,  and  with  solemn  attention.  In 
the  congregation  of  Wynant’s  Kill,  the  Divine  Spirit  has  rendered  the 
Gospel  effectual  to  the  awakening  and  conversion  of  many.  In  the  con* 
gregations  belonging  to  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie,  the  zealous  efforts 
of  the  servants  of 'the  Redeemer,  to  promote  the  interests  of  his  king* 
.dom,  have  beeb  owned  and  blessed  in  a  measure  whicb  calls  for  our  spe* 
cial  gratitude.  The  church  of  Poughkeepsie  has  enjoyed  a  season  unusu* 
ally  refreshing.  Many  have  been  awakened.  More  than  a  hundred  per* 
sons,  and  those  principally  from  among  the  young,  have  been  added  to  the 
church.  The  revival  has  been  powerful,  and  extended  its  happy  influence 
to  the  souls  of  not  a  few  blacks.  Among  the  congregations,  under  the  ju* 
risdiction  of  the  particular  Synod  of  New* York,  your  committee  feel  hap* 
py  to  statCy  that  a  growing  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  Gospel  ordi¬ 
nances  ;  and  that  a  considerable  number  of  persons  have  been  added  to  the 
churchy  of  such,  we  trust,  as  shall  be  saved. 

Among  the  means  which  appear  to  have  been  rendered  effectual  to  the 
salvation  of  sinners,  are  family  visitation,  catechetical  instruction,  an  in¬ 
creased  auention  to  discipline,  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  word,  and  the 
establishment  of  praying  societies:  a" due  attention  to  all  of  which  your 
committee  beg  leave  earnestly  to  recommend  to  the  ministers  and  con¬ 
gregations  under  the  care  of  this  judicatory,  as  means  appointed  of  God 
for  the  conversion  of  sinners  and  the  edification  .of  his  people. 
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^  extract  from  the  Minutee  of  the  General  Aeaembly  of  the  Preabyterian 

Churchy  A.  D.  1816. 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  whether  the  Missionary  business 
cannot  be  carried  on  with  more  efficacy*  and  to  greater  extent*  reported  ; 
and  their  report  being  amended  was  adopted*  and  is  as  follows :  viz. 

The  Committee  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  a  competent  supply  of  the 
word  of  God*  to  the  poor  and  destitute  in  our  country,  by  means  of  Bible 
Societies.  The  numbers  and  resources  of  these  institutions  are  every 
day  increasing ;  so  that  at  no  very  remote  period*  it  is  hoped*  that  the  sun 
of  revelation  will  shine  on  every  dark  corner  of  our  land*  and  irradiate 
every  dwelling,  however  obscure.  The  Cojnmittee*  however,  instead  of 
regarding  this  as  a  reason  for  relaxing  missionary  efforts,  are  persuaded 
that  its  proper  effect  is  to  infuse  new  life  and  vigour  into  the  missionary 
cause.  In  proportion  as  the  word  of  God  is  known  and  appreciated,  will  - 
the  preaching  of  the  word  in  its  simplicity  and  purity  be  effectual.  In  pro* 
portion  as  the  Bible  is  diffused*  will  missionaries  be  successful  in  organ¬ 
izing  churches.  '  .  '  , 

That  there  is  a  wide  extent  of  country*  destitute  of  the  ordinary  means 
of  grace,  is  too  well  known  to  be  mentioned  in  this  place.  The  present  de¬ 
mand,  for  missionary  labours,  very  far  exceeds  the  ability  to  supply ;  'and 
the  population  of  the  country  is  increasing  with  such  rapidity^  tlToty  were 
every  place  now  vacant  completely  supplied  with  the  regular  ministrations 
of  the  Gospel)  after  the  elapse  of  a  year,  there  would  probably  be  in  the 
nation,  four  hundred  thousand  souls  requiring  the  labours  of  a  competent 
number  of  religious  instructors.  When,  then,  there  are  such  multitudes 
at  this  moment)  who  rarely,  if  ever,  hear  the  Gospel  preached,  and  such 
mighty  additions  are  made  every  year  to  our  numbers  ;  when,  too,  great 
multitudes,  sensible  of  their  wants,  are  addressing  their  importunate  cries 
to  us  for  missionaries,  the  cry  for  help  of  souls  ready  to  perish  ;  it  appears 
to  your  Committee  that  God  and  our  brethren  require  of  us  much  more 
than  we  have  heretofore  rendered.  We  are  longing  and  praying  for  the 
coming  of  the  day  of  glory  ;  and  perhaps  many  of  us  hope  tq  see  it.  But 
we  have  no  right  to  calculate  on  miraculous  interpositions  ;  and  without  a 
miracle,  century  after  century  must  elapse  before  the  earth  can  be  filled 
with  the  knowledge  of  God.  All  that  the  Christian  world  is  now  doing 
with  united  effort,  if  continued  without  intermission  for  one  thousand  years, 
would  J>arely  serve  to  fill  the  world  with  Bibles  and  Missionaries.  Yet  we  ^ 
are  not  to  despair.  God,  in  his  adorable  Providence,  seems  to  have 
changed,  in  these  later  times,  the  scale  on  which  he  had  for  ages  con¬ 
ducted  the  affairs  of  bis  government.  Changes,  which  formerly  were 
the  work  of  years,  are  now  produced  in  a  day.  Magnificent  and  astonish- 
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ing  eirents  have  passed  so  often  before  the  eyes  of  men  of  the  present 
age,  that  their  minds  have  acquired  a  tone  and  vigour,  which  prompt  them 
to  undertake  and  accomplish  great  things.  We  ourselves  witness  every 
day  the  wonderful  effects  of  combined  coqncils  and  exertions,  both  in 
the  moral  and  political  world. 

From  the  lessons  taught  us  by  experience,  your  Committee  havo  no 
doubt  but  that,  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  there' 
needs  only  union  of  purpose  and  effort  to  accomplish  all  the  plans  which 
have  been  proposed,  and  even  to  go  far  beyond  the  expectations  and 
hopes  of  the  most  sanguine.  And  this  especially,  as  so  powerful  an  iiQ. 
pulse  has  been  given  to  the  .Christian  community  ;  and  the  impression  is 
so  deep  and  universal,  that  it  becomes  us  all  who  love  the  Lord  Jestit 
Christ,  to  exert  ourselves  for  the  promotion  of  his  .glory  and  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  his  kin  gdora. 

For  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  sphere  of  our  missionary  operations 
then,  and  infusing  new  vigour  into  the.  cause,  your  committee  would  re¬ 
spectfully  recommend  a  change  of  the  style,  and  enlargement  of  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  Missions.  If,  instead  of  continuing  to 
this  body,  the  character  of  a  committee,  bound  in  all  cases  to  act  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  under  the  necessi¬ 
ty  of  receiving  its  sanction  to  give  validity  to  all  the  measures  which  it 
may  propose,  the  Committee  of  Missions  were  erected  into  a  Board,  with 
full  powers  to  transact  all  the  business  of  the  Missionary  cause,  only  re¬ 
quiring  the  Board  to  report  annually  to  the  General  Assembly  ;  it  would 
then  be  able  to  carry  on  the  Missionary  business  with  all  the  vigour  and 
unity  of  design  that  would  be  found  in  a  society  originated  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  would  enjoy  all  the  benefit  that  the  counsel 
and  advice  of  the  General  Assembly  could  afford. 

With  these  views  of  the  subject,  it  is  respectfully  recommended : 

1.  That  the  style  of  the  committee  be  changed  for  that  of  “  The  Board 
of  Missions,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States.'* 

2.  That  the  Board  of  Missions  be  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  the  Rev. 
John  B.  Romeyn,  D.  D.  Samuel  Miller,  D.  D.  Messrs.  Samuel  Bayard, 
Robert  Ralston,  Robert  Lenox,  John  R.  D.  Rodgers,  John  E.  Caldwell, 
Divie  Bethune,  and  Zechariah  Lewis. 

3.  That,  in  addition  to  the  powers  already  granted  to  the  Committee 

of  Missions,  the  Board  of  Missions  be  authorized  to  appoint  missionaries, 

whenever  they  may  deem  it  proper ;  to  make  such  advances  to  mission- 

•  * 

aries  as  may  be  judged  necessary  ;  and  to  pay  balances  due  to  mission¬ 
aries  who  have  fulfilled  their  missions,  whenever,  in  their  judgment,  the 
particular  circumstances  of  the  missionaries  may  require  it. 
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4.  That  the  Board  be  authorised  and  directed  to  take  laeasuree  for 

t 

establishingr  throughout  our  cburcheit  Auxiliary  Miationary  Sociedca  ; 
and  that  the  General  Assembly  recommend  to  their  people,  the  esta¬ 
blishment  of  such  societies,  to  aid  the  funds  and  extend  the  operations 
of  the  Board. 

5.  That  (he  members  of  the  Board  of  Missitms  be  annually  chosen  by 
the  Assembly;  and  that  they  continue  in  office  until  the  rising  of  the  next 
General  Assembly,  when  they  are  to  be  succeeded  by  the  persons  cho¬ 
sen  for  the  current  year. 

The  committee  further  report,  that,  while  deliberating  on  the  subject 
referred  to  them,  they  at  first  thought  it  would  be  expedient  for  this 
Assembly  to  present,  to  the  consideration  of  their  churches,  the  import¬ 
ance  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  to  direct  the  Board  to  take  measures  for 
commencing  and  carrying  on  such  missions  :  but,  on  mature  reflection, 
they  are  inclined  to  believe  that  the  union  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Mis¬ 
sions  would  produce  too  great'  complexity  in  the  affairs  of  the  Board, 
and  render  the  pressure  of  business  too  severe  and  burdensome.  And 
this  consideration  is  strengthened  by  the  belief  which  they  indulge,  that 
a  New  Society,  for  conducting  foreign  missions,  might  be  formed,  com¬ 
posed  not  only  of  members  belonging  to  our  churches,  but  also  of  mem¬ 
bers  belonging  to  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  to  the  Associate  Reform¬ 
ed  Church,  and  other  churches  which  have  adopted  the  same  creed. 
Such  a  society  is  highly  desirable  ;  and,  were  it  organized  on  an  exten¬ 
sive  plan,  so  as  to  call  forth  the  combined  energies  and  charity  of  all 
these  sister  churches,  it  would  be  productive  of  beneficial  consequences 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  ourselves  as  well  as  to  the  heathen. 

Reaolvedy  That  the  Rev.  John  B.  Romeyn,  D.  D.  Archibald  Alexander, 
D.  D.  Edward  Griffin,  D.  D.  William  Neill,  D.  D.  and  James  Richards, 
D.  D.  and  Messrs.  Divie  Bethune  and  Zechariah  Lewis  be  a  committee 
to  correspond  with  the  Dutch  and  Associate  Reformed  Churches,  and 
other  churches  holding  the  same  creed ;  and  endeavour  to  ascertain  whe¬ 
ther-  the  members  of  those  churches  will  unite  with  those  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  churches  of  the  United  States,  in  the  formation  of  a  Society  for  Fo¬ 
reign  Missions;  and  if  possible  report,  to  the  next  General  Assembly,  a 
plan  of  a  society  to  be  established  for  this  purpose. 

The  Board  of  Missions,  chosen  ud  appointed  by  this  Assembly  for  the 
ensuing  year,  are,  viz.- 

Of  Philadelphia  and  its  vicinity.  Rev.  Drs.  Green,  Alexander,  Wilson, 
Janeway  and  Miller;  Rev.  Messrs.  Potts  and  Skinner,  and  Messrs.  Boudi- 
not.  Hazard,  Connelly,  Haslet,  Smith,  Ralston  and  Bayard. 

Of  New- York,  Rev.  Dr.  Romeyn,  Messrs.  Lenox,  Rogers,  Bethune, 
Caldwell  and  Lewis. ..  .. 
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Of  the  Synod  of  Genevai  Rev.  David  Higgins. 

Of  the  Synod  of  Albany)  Rev.  Jonas  Coe.  -  . 

Of  the  Synod  of  New*York  and  New-Jersey)  Rev.  James  Richards 
D.  D. 

Of  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia)  Rev.  Robert  Cathcart.  " 

Of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh)  Rev.  Elisha  Macurdy. 

Of  the  Synod  of  Virginia)  ,Rev.  John  H.  Rice.  ’ 

Of  the  Synod  of  Kentucky)  Rev.  James  BlythC)  D.'  D. 

Of  the  Synod  of  OhiO)  Rev.  Robert  G.  Wilson, 

Of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina)  Rev.  James  Hall)  D.  D. 

Of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia)  Rev.  Andrew  Flinn,  D.  D,  ' 


Mr,  Locke’s  letter^  intended  to  follow  JVo.  /,  published  in  the  EvangeU^ 
cal  Repository,  for  July.  See  the  same  for  the  context. 

MR.  LOCKE  TO  DR<  GRANVILLE. 

JTo.  II. 

SiR)  . 

By  yourS)  of  the  2 1  st  of  November)  you  assure  me)  that  in  my  last  on  this 
occasion)  I  hit  right  on  the  original  and  princi|>al  cause  of  some  disquiets 
you  had  had  in  yourself*  upon  the  matters  under  consideration.  1  should 
have  been  glad  to  have  known*  also*  whether  the  cure  I  there  offered  was 
any  ways  effectual ;  or  wherein  the  reasons  I  gave  came  short  of  that  satis* 
tisfacti9n  and  establishment  as  to  that  point,  viz.  that  we  are  not  obliged  to 
do  always  that  which  Js  precisely  best,  as  was  desired.  For  I  think  it  pro- 
perest,  to  the  subduing  of  those  enemies  of  our  quiet,  fears,  doubts,  and 
scruples,  to  do  as  those  who  design  the  conquest  of  new  territories  :  viz. 
to  clear  the  country  as  we  go,  and  leave  behind  us  no  enemies  unmastered, 
no  garrison,  unreduced,  no  lurking  holes  unsearched,  which  may  give  oc¬ 
casion  to  disorder  and*  insurrections,  or  excite  new  disturbances. 

If,  therefore,  in  that  or  any  of  my  other  papers,  any  of  my  arguments 
and  reasonings  shall  appear  weak  or  obscure  ;  if  they  reach  hot  the  bottom 
of  the  matter,  are  wide  of  your  particular  case,  or  have  not  so  cleared  up 
the  question  in  all  the  parts  and  extent  of  it,  as  to  settle  truth  with  evi¬ 
dence  and  certainty,  I  must  beg  you  to  do  me  the  favour  to  let  me  know 
what  doubts  still  remain,  and  upon  what  reasons  grounded,  that  so,  in  our 
progress,  we  may  look  upon  those  propositions,  that  you  are  once  thorough¬ 
ly  convinced  of,  to  be  settled  and.  established  truths,  of  which. you  are.  not 
to  doubt  any  more  without  new  reasons,  that  have  not  yet  been  examined  ; 
or,  on  the  other  side,  by  your  answers  to  my  reasons  I  may  be  set  right, 
and  recovered  from  an  error.  For,  as  I  write  you  nothing  but  my  own 
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thoughts,  which  is  vanity  enough,  but  you  will  have  it  so,  yet  I  am  not 
so  vain  as  to  imagine  them  infallible  ;  therefore,  expect  from  you  that  mu¬ 
tual  great  office  of  friendship  to  show  me  my  mistakes,  and  to  reason  me 
into  a  better  understanding.  For  it  matters  not  on  which  side  the  truth 
lies,  so  we  do  but  find  it  and  embrace  it. 

This  way  of  proceeding  is  necessary  on  both  our  accounts  ;  on  mine,  be¬ 
cause,  in  my  friendship  with  you,  as  well  as  others,  I  design  to  gain  by  the 
bargain  that,  which  I  esteem  the  greatest  benefit  of  friendship,  the  recti¬ 
fying  of  my  mistakes  and  errors,  which  makea  me  so  willingly  expose  my 
crude  extemporary  thoughts  to  your  view,  and  lay  them,  such  as  they  are, 
naked  before  you:  and,  on  your  account  also,  I  think  it  very  necessary,  for 
your  mind  having  been  long  accustomed  to  think  it  true,  that  the  thing  ab¬ 
solutely  in  itself  best,  ought  always  indispensably  to  be  done  ;  you  ought, 
in  order  to  establish  your  peace,  perfectly  to  examine  and  clear  up  that 
question  ;  so  as  at  the  end  of  the  debate  to  retain  it  still  for  true,  or  per¬ 
fectly  reject  it  as  a  wrong  and  mistaken  measure,  and  to  settle  it  as  a  max¬ 
im  in  your  mind,  that  you  are  no  more  to  govern  yourself  or  thoughts,  by 
that  false  rule,  but  wholly  lay  it  aside  as  condemned,  without  putting  your¬ 
self  to  the  trouble,  every  time  you  reflect  on  it,  to  recall  into  your  mind,  and 
weigh  again,  all  those  reasons  upon  which  you  made  the  conclusion.  And 
so  also,  in  any  other  opinions  and  principles  you  have  had,  when  you  come, 
once  to  be  convinced  of  their  falsehood. 

If  this  be  not  done,  it  will  certainly  happen  th  \t  the  above  mentioned 
principle,  and  so  of  the  rest*  having  been  for  a  long  time  settlci!  your 
mind,  will,  upon  every  occasion,  recur  ;  and  the  reasons  upon  which  you 
rejected  it,  nothing  so  familiar  to  your  thoughts,  nor  so  ready  at  hand  to 
oppose  it ;  this  old  acquaintance  will  be  apt  to  resume  his  former  station 
and  influence,  and  to  disturb  that  quiet  which  had  its  foundation  pcrleclly 
established. 

For  these  reasons  it  is,  that  I  think  we  ought  to  clear  all  as  we  go,  and 
come  to  a  plenary  result  in  all  the  propositions  that  come  under  debate  be¬ 
fore  we  go  any  further.  This  has  been  usually  my  way  with  myself,  to 
which  I  think  I  owe  a  great  part  of  my  quiet;  and  I  believe  a  few  good 
principles,  well  established,  will  reach  farther  and  resolve  n)ore  doubts, 
than  at  first  sight  perhaps  one  would  imagine.  And  the  grounds  and  rules 
on  which  the  right  and  wrong  of  our  actions  turn,  and  which  will  generally 
serve  to  conduct  us  in  the  cases  and  occurrences  of  our  lives,  in  all  states 
and  conditions,  lie  possibly  in  a  narrower  compiss  and  in  a  less  number 
than  is  ordinarily  supposed.  But,  to  come  to  them,  one  must  go  by  sure 
and  well  grounded  steps.  ' 

This  being  premised,  I  come  to  make  good  my  promise  to  you,  in  men- 
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pf  the  Synod  of  GeneYa?  Rev.  David  Higgins. 

Of  the  Synod  of  Albany,  Rev.  Jonas  Coe. 

Of  the  Synod  of  New-York  and  New*Jersey,  Rev.  James  Richards 
D.  D.  .  '  ’ 

Of  the  Synod  of  Philadelpbia>  Rev.  Robert  Catbcart. 

Of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh)  Rev.  Elisha  Macurdy. 

Of  the  Synod  of  Virginia)  Rev.  John  H.  Rice.  ' 

Of  the  Sjmod  of  Kentucky)  Rev.  James  BlythC)  D.'  D. 

Of  the  Synod  of  OhiO)  Rev.  Robert  G.  Wilson. 

Of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina)  Rev.  James  Hall)  O.  D. 

Of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia)  Rev.  Andrew  Fiinn,  D.  D. 
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MR.  LOCKE  TO  DR<  GRANVILLE. 

JVb.  II. 

SiR)  t 

By  yourS)  of  the  2 1st  of  November)  you  assure  me)  that  in  my  last  on  this 
occasion)  I  hit  right  on  the  original  and  principal  cause  of  some  disquiets 
you  had  had  in  yourself*  upon  the  matters  under  consideration.  I  should 
have  been  glad  to  have  known)  also)  whether  the  cure  I  there  offered  was 
any  ways  effectual ;  or  wherein  the  reasons  I  gave  came  short  of  that  satis* 
tisfaction  and  establishment  as  to  that  point)  viz.  that  we  are  not  obliged  to 
do  always  that  which  .is  precfsely  best)  as  y/as  desired.  For  I  think  it  pro* 
perest)  to  the  subduing  of  those  enemies  of  our  quiet,  fearS)  doubts,  and 
scruples,  to  do  as  those  who  design  the  conquest  of  now  territories :  viz. 
to  clear  the  country  as  we  go,  and  leave  behind  us  no  enemies  unmastered, 
no  garrison,  unreduced,  no  lurking  holes  unsearched,  which  may  give  oc* 
casion  to  disorder  and  insurrections,  or  excite  new  disturbances. 

'  Ify  therefore)  in  that  or  any  of  my  other  papers,  any  of  my  arguments 
and  reasonings  shall  appear  weak  or  obscure  ;  if  they  reach  hot  the  bottom 
of  the  matter,  are  wide  of  your  particular  case,  or  have  not  so  cleared  up 
the  question  in  all  the  parts  and  extent  of  it,  as  to  settle  truth  with  evi* 
dence  and  certainty,  I  must  beg  you  to  do  me  the  favour  to  let  me  knowr 
what  doubts  still  remain,  and  upon  what  reasons  grounded,  that  so,  in  our 
progress,  we  may  look  upon  those  propositions,  that  you  are  once  thorough* 
ly  convinced  of,  to  be  settled  and.  established  truths,  of  which  you  are  not 
to  doubt  any  more  without  new  reasons,  that  have  not  yet  been  examined  ; 
or,  on  the  other  side,  by  your  answers  to  my  reasons  I  may  be  set  right, 
and  recovered  from  an  error.  For,  as  I  write  you  nothing  but  my  own 
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thoughts,  which  is  vanity  enough,  but  you  will  have  it  so,  yet  I  am  not 
so  vain  as  to  imagine  them  infallible  ;  therefore,  expect  from  you  that  mu> 
tual  great  office  of  friendship  to  show  me  my  mistakes,  and  to  reason  m« 
into  a  better  understanding.  For  it  matters  not  on  which  side  the  truth 
lies,  so  we  do  but  find  it  and  embrace  it. 

This  way  of  proceeding  is  necessary  on  both  our  accounts  ;  on  mine,  be« 
cause,  in  my  friendship  with  you,  as  well  as  others,  I  design  to  gain  by  the 
bargain  that,  which  I  esteem  the  greatest  benefit  of  friendship,  the  recti¬ 
fying  of  my  mistakes  and  errors,  which  makes  me  so  willingly  expose  my 

crude  extemporary  thoughts  to  your  view,  and  lay  them,  such  as  they  are, 

$ 

naked  before  you :  and,  on  your  account  also,  I  think  it  very  necessary,  for 
your  mind  having  been  long  accustomed  to  think  it  true,  that  the  thing  ab¬ 
solutely  in  itself  best,  ought  always  indispensably  to  be  done  ;  you  ought, 
in  order  to  establish  your  peace,  perfectly  to  examine  and  clear,  up  that 
question  ;  so  as  at  the  end  of  the  debate  to  retain  it  still  for  true,  or  per¬ 
fectly  reject  it  as  a  wrong  and  mistaken  measure,  and  to  settle  it  as  a  max¬ 
im  in  your  mind,  that  you  are  no  more  to  govern  yourself  or  thoughts,  by 
that  false  rule,  but  wholly  lay  it  aside  as  condemned,  without  putting  your¬ 
self  to  the  trouble,  every  time  you  reflect  on  it,  to  recall  into  your  mind,  and 
weigh  again,  all  those  reasons  upon  which  you  made  the  conclusion.  And 
so  also,  in  any  other  opinions  and  principles  you  have  had,  when  you  come, 
once  to  be  convinced  of  their  falsehood. 

If  this  be  not  done,  it  will  certainly  happen  that  the  above  mentioned 
principle,  and  so  of  the  rest,  having  been  for  a  long  time  settled  in  your 
mind,  will,  upon  every  occasion,  recur ;  and  the  reasons  upon  which  you 
rejected  it,  nothing  so  familiar  to  your  thoughts,  nor  so  ready  at  hand  to 
oppose  it ;  this  old  acquaintance  will  be  apt  to  resume  his  former  station 
and  influence,  and  to  disturb  that  quiet  which  had  its  foundation  perfectly 
established. 

For  these  reasons  it  is,  that  I  think  we  ought  to  clear  all  as  we  go,  and 
come  to  a  plenary  result  in  all  the  propositions  that  come  under  debate  be¬ 
fore  we  go  any  further.  This  has  been  usually  my  way  with  myself,  to 
which  I  think  I  owe  a  great  part  of  my  quiet ;  and  I  believe  a  few  good 
principles,  well  established,  will  reach  farther  and  resolve  more  doubts, 
than  at  first  sight  perhaps  one  would  imagine.  And  the  grounds  and  rules 
on  which  the  right  and  wrong  of  our  actions  turn,  and  which  will  generally 
serve  to  conduct  us  in  the  cases  and  occurrences  of  our  lives,  in  all  states 
and  conditions,  lie  possibly  in  a  narrower  compiss  and  in  a  less  number 
than  is  ordinarily  supposed.  But,  to  come  to  them,  one  must  go  by  sure 
and  well  grounded  steps.  " 

This  being  premised,  I  come  to  make  good  my  promise  to  you,  in  men- 
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tioniiig  what  I  guess  may  be  another  cause  of  your  Ooubts,  unsteadiness 
and  disturbances  in  the  points  under  consideration.  And  th-it)  I  suppose 
is,  that  you  think  these  things  inconsistent,  that  in  themselves  I  jurl^e  are 
not  so,  viz.  worldly  business  and  devotion,  study  and  conversation,  and  re* 
creation  with  ail ;  as  if  the  most  material  of  these  deserved,  or  the  pre¬ 
sent  and  most  pressing  possessed  the  whole  man,  that  it  left  no  room,  no 
time,  for  any  of  the  other. 

This,  if  it  has  had  any  influence  upon  your  mind  to  disturb  it,  as  it 
seems  to  me  by  some  passages  in  your  papers  it  has,  is  not  yet  of  that 
weight  and  difficulty  as  that  I  before  mentioned..  And  I  am  apt  to  think, 
that  a  few  easy  and  natural  considerations  will  be  sufficient  to  remove  it, 
and  to  get  rid  of  this,  if  any,  ground  of  disturbance,  and  scruple,  and  un- 
settledness.  And  for  this  we  need  only  reflect  a  little  upon  the  state  and 
condition  that  it  hath  pleased  God  to  place  us  in  here  in  this  world. 

1.  We  are  not  born  in  Heaven,  but  in  this  world,  where  our  being  is  to 
be  preserved  with  meat,  drink,  and  clothing,  and  other  necessaries,  that 
are  not  born  with  us,  but' must  be  got  and  kept  with  forecast,  care  and  la¬ 
bour  ;  and,  therefore,  we  cannot  be  all  devotion ;  all  praises  and  hallelu¬ 
jahs,  and  perpetually  in  the  vision  of  things  above.  That  is  reserved  for 
another  state  nnd  place.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  God  would  not  have  put 
us  in  a  condition,  where  we  are  obliged  to  use  all  means  to  preserve  our¬ 
selves,  and  yet  those  means  of  preserving  ourselves  in  that  condition,  that 
is,  this  life,  not  to  be  had  without  thoughtfulness,  without  employing  upon 
the  search  of  them  the  greatest  part  of  our  time  and  care.  For,  at  a  less 
rate,  the  greatest  part  of  mankind  can  hardly  subsist  in  this  world,  especi¬ 
ally  this  civilized  world,  wherein  you  are  obliged  to  keep  your  rank  and 
station  ;  and  which,  if  by  mismanagement  or  neglect  of  your  temporal  af¬ 
fairs,  you  f.dl  from  ;  you,  by  your  own  fault,  put  yourself  out  of  a  condition; 
of  doing  that  good,  and  perform  those  offices  required  from  one  in  that 
station.' 

2.  We  are  not  placed  in  this  world  to  stay  here  for  ever,  or  without  any 
concernment  beyond  it;  and,  therefore,  we  are  not  to  lay  out  all  our  thoughts 
and  lime  upon  it,  and  the  concernment  of  it.  The  Author  of  our  being, 
and  all  our  good  here,  and  the  much  greater  good  of  another  world,  de¬ 
serves  and  demands  frequent  addresses  to  him  of  thanks,  prayer  and  resig¬ 
nation  ;  and  our  concernments  in  another  world  make  it  reason,  wisdom, 
and  duty  so  to  do. 

3.  We  are  born  with  ignorance  of  those  things  that  concern  the  conduct 
of  our  lives  in  this  world,  in  order  to  attaining  what  we  desire,  or  is  useful 
to  us  in  this  world,  or  we  hone  in  the  next ;  and,  therefore,  inquiry,  study, 
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and  medicine  is  necessary ;  without  which,  a  great  part  of  necesssary 
knowledge  is  not  to  be  had,  especially  in  some  callings. 

4.  We.  arc  born  with  dispositions  to,  and  desires  of  society  :  we  are  by 
nature  fitted  for  it,  and  rcdigion  increases  the  obligation.  We  are  born 
members  of  cooimonwealths,  beset  with  relations,  and  in  need  of  friends, 
and  under  a  necessity  of  acquaintance  ;  which,  requiring  of  us  the  mutual 
offices  of  familiarity,  friendship,  and  charity,  we  cannot  spend'all  our  time 
in  retired  devotion  or  study,  nor  in  plodding  or  taking  care  x>f  our  worldly 
affairs  ;  that  is,  that  viaticum  which  is  to  serve  us,  or  those  we  are  to  pro* 
vide  for  through  this  pilgrimage,  or  something  in  order  to  it.  > 

5.  We  are  so  framed,  so  constituted,  that  any  employment  of  mind,  any 
exercise  of  body,  will  weary  and  unfit  us  to  continue  longer  in  that  em* 
ployment.  The  springs  by  which  all  our  operations  are  performed  are 
fine,  and  have  their  utmost  extent ;  and  when  they  approach  thaulike 
watches  that  have  gone  till  their  force  is  spent,  we  stand  still  or  move  to 
little  purpose,  if  not  wound  up  again.  And  thus,  after  labour  of  mind  or 
body,  we  have  need  of  recreation  to  set  us  agoing  again  with  fresh  vigour 
and  activity. 

This  is  not  all  on  this  subject,  but  ’tis  time  to  release  you  till  another 
season.  ’This  enough  to  satisfy  you  that  I  am 

Yours,  J.  LOCKE. 


Selections  from  the  Weekly  Recorder. 

,Lead  me  to  the  Rock  that  ia  higher  than  I.  Psalm  Ixi.  3. 

Convinced  as  a  sinner  to  Jesus  I  come, 

Informed  by  the  Gospel,  for  such  there  is  room  :  , 
O’erwhelmed  with  sorrow  for  sin,  will  I  cry, 

Lead  me  to  the  Rock  that  is  higher  than  I. 

When  tempted,  by  Satan,  my  Saviour  to  leave. 

Who  sets  forth  religion  as  meant  to  deceive. 

I’ll  claim  my  religion  to  Jesus  on  high. 

The  Rock  of  salvation  that’s  higher  than  I. 

When  God  from  my  soul  shall  his  presence  remove. 

To  try  by  his  absence  the  strength  of  my  love. 

I’ll  rest  on  the  promise  of  Jesus,  and  try 
The  force  of  that  Rock  which  is  higher  than  I. 

When  sorely  afilicted,  and  ready  to  faint. 

Before  my  Redeemer  I’ll  spread  my  complaint : 
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’Midst  storms  and  distresses  iny  soul  shall  rely 
On  JesuS)  the  Rock  that  is  higher  than  I. 

When  weak  and  encompassed  with  numberless  foes 
Attempting  my  hapincss  here  to  opposei 
I’ll  look  to  the  Saviour  of  sinners,  and  cry, 

Lead  me  to  the  Rock  that  is  higher  than  1. 

When  I  my  poor  feelings  with  others  compare, 

And  learn  from  reflection  what  mercies  I  share. 

My  backsliding  heart  is  constrained  to  cry. 

Lead  me  to  the  Rock  that  is  higher  than  I. 

When  judgments,  O  Lord  !  are  abroad  in  the  land. 
And  merited  vengeance  descends  from  thy  hand, 
O’erwhelmed  with  the  sight,  for  protection  I’ll  fly. 
And  hide  in  the  Rock  that  is  higher  than  I.  . 

When  summoned  by  death  before  God  to  appear. 
Thy  free  grace  supporting.  I’ll  yield  without  fear. 
Most  gladly  I’ll  venture  witn  Jesus  on  high. 

To  enter  the  Rock  that  is  higher  than'  I. 

’Tis  there  with  the  chosen  of  Jeses,  I  long 
To  dwell,  and  eternally  join  in  the  song 
Of  praising  and  blessing,  with  angels  on  high,  ^ 
Christ  Jesus,  the  Rock,  that  is  higher  than  I. 

BEMNETT. 


Queries  to  be  answered  by  the  Atheist, 

Fond  atheist,  could  the  giddy  dance 
Of  atoms  blindly  hurled, 

Produce  so  regular,  so  fair. 

So  harmonized  a  world? 

Why  do  not  Lybia’s  driving  sand. 

The  sport  of  every  storm, 

A  palace  here,  the  child  of  chance. 

Or  there,  a  temple  form  ? 

Presumptuous  wretch  !  thyself  survey, 
That  smaller  fabrick  scan  ; 

Tell  me  whence  sprung  th’ immortal  dust, 
.  The  god,  the  reptije,  man. 
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Where  wert  thout  when  the  embryo  earth} 
From  chaos  burst  its  way. 

When  starsy  exulting^  sung  the  morO) 

And  hailed  the  new>born  day  i 

What  finger  brac’d  thy  tender  nerTes> 

The  twisting  fibres  spun  i 
Who  clothed  in  flesh  the  hardening  bonej 
And  wove  the  silken  skin  ! 

How  came  thy  brain,  and  beating  heart} 

Life’s  more  immediate  throne} 

Where  fatal  every  touch}  to  dwell} 

Immailed  in  solid  bones  i 

$ 

Where  learned  the  liver  to  digest ' 

The  silver  floods  of  chyle  i 
Who  in  the  jaundiced  gall  confined  ■ 

The  saiTron  surfaced  bile  i  ^  _ 

Or  taught  the  wandering  floods  of  blood 
To  leave  the  vital  urO} 

Visit  each  limb,  in  purple  streams. 

And  faithfully  return  ? 

How  know  the  nerves  to  hear  the  will. 

The  hinged  limbs  to  wield. 

The  tongue  ten  thousand  tastes  discern,  ’ 
Ten  thousand  accents  yiold  i 

How  know  the  lung^  to  heave  and  pant, ' 
Or  how  the  fringed  lid 
To  guard  the  fearful  eye,  or  brush 
The  solid  ball,  unbid  ? 

The  delicate,  the  winding  ear. 

To  image  every  sound. 

The  eye  to  catch  the  pleasing  view, 

And  tell  the  senses  round  i 

Who  bade  the  babe,  now  launched  in  life, 

i  , 

The  milky  draught  arrest. 

And  with  its  eager  fingers  press  . 

The  nectar>streaming  brest  ? 

Who  with  a  love  too  big  for  words, 

The.  mother’s  bosom  warms. 

Along  the  rugged  paths  of  Uff , 

To  bear  it  in  her  arms  ? 
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A  God  !  a  God  !  creation  shouts, 

A  God  !  each  insect  cries  : 

He  moulded,  in  his  palm,  the  earth, 
And  bung  it  in  the  skies. 

<  Let  us  make  man O  voice  divine  ! 
And  stamp  a  god  bn  clay. 

To  govern  nature’s  humbler  birth. 

And  bear  an  earthly  sway. 

He  said  :  with  strength  and  beauty  clad. 
Young  health  in  every  vein, 

With  thoughts  enthroned  upon-his  brow. 
Walked  forth  majestick  man.  • 

Around  he  casts  his  wandering  eyes. 

All  nature’s  work  surveys. 

Admires  the  earth,  the  sky,  himself. 
And  tries  his  tongue  in  praise. 


NOTHING  LOST  BY  SUPPORTING  THE  GOSPEL. 

Thb  following  observations,  equally  just  and  striking,  are  taken  from 
a  sermon  delivered  at  the  installation  of  the  Rev.  John  Keyes,  by  Lyman 
Beecher,  pastor  of  a  church  in -Litchfield,  Connecticut.  They  well  de* 
serve  an  attentive  perusal,  especially  from  those,  who  complain  of  the 
burden  of  parochial  taxes,  or  who  are  unwilling  to  take  it  upon  them. 

<<  It  is  a  sad  mistake,  too  often  countenanced  by  Ministers  themselves, 
that  small  congregations  are  unable  to  support  the  Gospel ;  when  the 
fact  is,  that  no  congregation  is  able  to  do  without  the  Gospel:  for  the 
tax  of  desolation  is  four  times  as  expensive,  as  the  tax  which  is  requi* 
site  to  support  the  iustitutions  of  religion.  This  is  no  fiction.  Go  to 
those  societies,  which  have  judged  themselves  unable  to  support  the 
Gospel ;  go  to  parents,  and  demand  the  items,  squandered  by  their  pro* 
digal  children,  besides  breaking  their  hearts  by  undutiful  conduct :  go 
to  the  tavern  on  the  Sabbath*day,  and  on  week  days  ;  attend  the  arbitra* 
tions,  the  courts,  the  trainings,  the  horse*racings,  and  the  midnight  re* 
vels  ;  witness  the  decayed  houses,  fences,  and  village,  the  falling  school* 
house,  and  tattered  children  of  barbarous  manners,  and  then  decide  whe* 
ther  you  will  exile  the  Gospel,  as  too  expensive  to  be  supported.  If  you 
be^  too  poor  to  support  the  Gospel)  you  are  demonstrably  too  poor  to  do 
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without  it.  If  the  one  would  severely  press  you,  the  other  would  grind 
you  to  powder.  A  few  families  may  fatten  in  waste  places  :  but  it  will 
be  upon  the  vices  of  the  rest.  The  greater  portion  will  be  poor,  and  ig¬ 
norant,  and  vicious.  Do  you  demand  how  a  poor  people  can  support  the 
Gospel  ?  Let  them  first  appreciate  the  privilege  according  to  its  im¬ 
portance  ;  and  then  let  the  father,  and  the  mother,  and  the  son,  and  the 
daughter,  and  the  servant,  lay,  weekly,  a  light  tax  upon  their  pride,  and 
another  upon  appetite  needlessly  gratified  ;  and  add  to  these  savings  an¬ 
other  item,  acquired  by  some  special  effort  for  the  purpose ;  and  another, 
as  God  shall  have  prospered  their  lawful  industry  :  and  the  result  of  the, 
whole  would  he  an  abundant  supply.  Any  ten  families,  of  ordinary  pro¬ 
perty,  could  better  afford  to  support  the  Gospel,  than  to  do  without  it. 
When  societies  calculate  what  they  can  afford  to  give  for  the  support  of 
the  Gospel,  they  go  upon  the  supposition  that  what  they  give  is  so  much 
subtracted  annually,  from  the  whole  amount  of  their  income ;  a  supposi¬ 
tion  which  is  utterly  erroneous  ;  for  in  fact,  as  it  respects  the  diminu¬ 
tion  of  property,  they  give  nothing.  The  Gospel  is  not  a  debtor  to  those 
who  support  it :  but  they  are  debtors  to  the  Gospel.  It  does  not  subtract 
from  the  property  of  a  society  :  but  adds  to  it,  more  than  it  takes  away* 
It  is  God  himself  who  hath  said,  honour  the  Lord  with  thy  substance, 
and  with  the  first  fruits  of  all  thy  increase.  So  shall  thy  barns  be  filled 
with  plenty,  and  thy  presses  shall  burst  out  with  new  wine.” 

These  remarks  exhibit^  in  a  very  clear  and  convincing  manner,  some 
of  the  temporal  advantages  of  religious  institutions.  Tliosc  advantages 
are  much  greater  than  is  usually  supposed.  Every  one,  but  moderately, 
acquainted  with  history,  must  acknowledge  on  reflection,  that  Christi¬ 
anity,  so  far  as  it  has  prevailed,  has  essentially  improved  the  state  of 
mankind.  Inspiring  just  and  elevated  sentiments  on  the  great  subjects 
of  religion,  it  has  expanded  the  mental  powers,  and  prepared  the  way  for 
more  enlarged  and  correct  views  of  all  other  subjects.  It  has  softened 
the  passions  ;  it  has  imposed  powerful  restrains  upon  the  vices  of  men  : 
For  it  has  strengthened  that  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  and  those  fears  of 
the  divine  displeasure,  which,  notwithstanding  human  corruption  and 
folly,  do  influence,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the  conduct  of  men,  and 
thus  has  checked  the  torrent  of  iniquity  and  madness,  which,  flowing  from 
their  polluted  hearts,  would  otherwise  desolate  the  earth.  The  benign 
influence  of  the  Gospel  may  be  traced  in  the  constitution  of  States,  in 
the  spirit  of  their  laws,  and  in  the  mode  of  their  administration.  It  may 
be  observed  in  the  formation  of  charitable  societies  and  institutions,  for 
the  removal  of  want  and  disease,  for  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge, 
and  for  the  promotion,  in  various  w^ays,  of  human  virtue  and  happiness, 
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which  abound  in  Christian  countries :  but  have  been  unknown  in  the 
heathen  world.  Without  hesitation  may  it  be  asserted,  that  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  has  done  more  to  improve  the  state  of  civil  society,  than  all 
other  causes  united.  Now  its  influence  has  been  exerted  chiefly  through 
the  medium  of  public  religious  instruction,  by  means  of  the  faithful  ex¬ 
ertions  of  Christian  teachers.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  light  and  influ¬ 
ence  of  Christianity,  thus  communicated,  the  ignorance  and  folly,  the 
tyranny  and  barbarism,  the  ferocity  and  licentiousness  of  former  times. 

'  of  Pagan  nations  would,  at  this  time  have  been  universal.  And  were 
the  labours  of  ministers,  were  the  instructions  of  the  sanctuary  to  be 
discontiaued,  nations,  now  enjoying  the  benefits  conferred  upon  them 
by  the  Gospel,  would  rapidly  return  to  a  state  of  barbarism. 

“  The  difference  between  those  pars  of  our  country,  where  the  institu- 
lions  of  the  Gospel  are  regularly  maintained,  and  those  waste  places,’* 
where  a  famine  prevails  of  hearing  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  like  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  is  very  great.  Every  friend  to 
social  order  and  tranquillity,  erery  one  who  desires  the  prevalence  of  so¬ 
ber,  frugal  and  industrious  habits,  would  think  the  state  of  society  in  the 
forniir,  far  preferable  to  that  in  the  latter.  How  much,  therefore,  is  it 
to  be  lamented,  that  in  any  of  our  towns,  people  should  be  so  blind  to 
their  own  interests,  as  to  be  unwilling  to  make  those  exertions  and  sacri¬ 
fices,  which  are  requisite  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel  ?  They  do  not 
make  good  calculations  for  this  world.  They  lose  more  than  they  gain, 
in  the  present  life.  If  their  worldly  interest  were  promoted,  their  souls, 
whose  worth  will  weigh  down  words,**  must  suffer  loss,  from  the  rejec¬ 
tion  of  those  means  which  God  hath  appointed  for  the  instruction  and  sal¬ 
vation  of  men.** 

‘‘  On  the  assertion,  that  any  ten  families  may  support  the  Gospel,*’ 
says  the  Panoplists  reviewer  of  Mr.  Beecher’s  strmons,  we  are  dis¬ 
posed  to  make  the  following  calculation.  A  tenth  part  of  the  expense  of 
each,  would  evidently  support  the  family  of  a  minister  as  well  as  the 
average  of  the  whole  ten  are  supported.  Now  which  parent  among  them, 
when  he  receives  an  addition  to  his  family,  is  not  willing,  rather  than 
cast  off  the  child  to  perish,  to  add  one  tenth,  yes,  or  one  half,  to  his  pre¬ 
vious  bill  of  expenses  ?  Why  should  he  not  then  cheerfully  add  a  tenth 
to  his  items  of  expense,  rather  than  cast  off  its  soul  to  perish  !  He  wil¬ 
lingly  labours  to  give  his  children  food  and  raiment ;  why  should  he  not 
to  give  them  that  bread  wnich  nourisheth  unto  eternal  life  ;  to  lead  them 
to  those  fountains  that  flow  with  ever  living  waters  ;  to  array  them  in 
those  robes  of  righteousness,  that  will  hide  the  shame  of  their  naked- 
nesis  for  ever  !** 


